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Mission Statement: The purpose of 
the West Virginia Art Education 
Association is to advance West 

Virginia art education and promote 
the arts as essential elements in 

education programs.  To that end, 
WVAEA sponsors conferences, 

programs, and exhibits; produces a 
newsletter, maintains a website; 
provides a means for addressing 

common problems of art educators; 
seeks to educate the public about 
aims, purposes, and issues of art 
education; and works with other 

related agencies and organizations in 
support of art education. 

2014-15 WVAEA Calendar 
  
October 6, 2014               WVU WVAEA Student Chapter: Collage Self Portrait 
          Contest due date 
Oct. 17 & 18, 2014            WVAEA State Conference, Parkersburg Art Center 
October 17, 2014              WVAEA Fall Board Meeting; afternoon before ban-
quet            and awards 
November 21, 2014           Flag contest postmark due date 
November 21, 2014           Poster Contest postmark due date 
November 21, 2014           Certificate Contest postmark due date 
December 1, 2014             Hand delivered entries due date for Flag, Poster &  
           Certificate 
January 2015                     WVAEA Winter Board Meeting 
February 2, 2015               WVAEA 2-D Exhibit entries must be postmarked 
February 6, 2015               WVAEA 2-D Exhibit Arrive by that Date 
February 7, 2015               WVAEA 3-D Exhibit Hand Delivery Date 
February 7, 2015                 
     combined with WVAEA Exhibit                
          Delivery Date  
Feb. 8-Apr 1, 2015            WVAEA 2-D & 3-D Exhibit, Parkersburg Art Center 
February 28, 2015             WVAEA Exhibits Award Ceremony 
TBA                                 
           WVAEA Awards Ceremony    

Members and nonmembers this newsletter covers our annual fall conference, 
welcomes our new and returning board members, includes a letter from our 
president, book review, and more. On behalf of the West Virginia Art Educa-
tion Association we would like to say a special thank you for all of your hard 
work and participation at the fall conference. There are highlights of the activi-
ties and the presentations provided at the conference. This is such a wonderful 
event that allows art teachers to gather, share, and learn together. We hope 
you will join us again next year. 
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Everyone worked hard while enjoying the 
workshops.   
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Centerpiece challenge! Teachers were 
grouped into teams to create a centerpiece 
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Right: WVAEA outstanding 
educators l-r: Joe Semple-
within the profession, Mar-
cia Catron, Secondary; Leo 
Roe-Middle Level, Abby 
Hayhurst representing the 
Parkersburg Arts  Center; 
Concord Universtiy
student member; Lauri 
Reidmiller-Higher Educa-
tion 

Above: Outstanding Middle Level Art Educator 
was  

presented to Leo Roe, of Barbour County by 
awards chair Jennifer LeJune. 

 
Above Right: Receiving the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award Outside of the Profession was the 
Parkersburg ART Center. Abby Hayhurst, di-

rector, receives the award 
 

Right: Winning team of the centerpiece chal-
lenge was presented with gift certificates to 

Craft 2000. 
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Dear members,       November 2014 
 
Welcome to the first edition of our new online WVAEA newsletter!  I hope the new electronic 
version is easy to find and filled with information that helps you to stay on top of what is happen-
ing with WVAEA and Art Education.  Many thanks to our new editor Kristina Napoli for taking on 
this task!  In fact, we have a few members who have stepped up to take on new responsibilities.  
Check out their info in this edition! 
 
Personally, I am humbled to be the next President of our organization.  We are a vivacious group 
and I hope I can meet the needs of our members and events by doing my best to represent your 
dedication to Arts Education.  Here in Fairmont I am trying to prepare myself for the impending 
polar vortex filled winter we are facing.  Fortunately, there are many tasks at hand to keep me 
busy and warm!  As I write this the end of the semester is near which means a nervous energy has 
filled the studios around my office.  Students anxiously plan classes for the spring semester and 

produced increases and more than not will happen upon a semester long conceptual clarity.  They 
-  

 
On the home front my husband, Nick and I are looking forward to making the trek to New York 
and Louisiana to visit family for the holidays.  They will be astonished by how much our son, 
Quinn, has grown in just a few months.  It is hard to believe but at eight months he is already pull-
ing himself up to a standing position and with a determined little grin, letting go with both hands! 
 
As you also look forward to a holiday respite I encourage you to read through the newsletter and 
peruse the website where you will find all the information you need for our 2D and 3D YAM en-

volved with WVAEA. 
 
Thank you for all of the ingenuity, creativity, and enthusiasm you give to teaching Art to the stu-
dents of West Virginia!! 
 
Jennifer Yerdon LeJeune 
Associate Professor of Art 
Fairmont State University 
President, WVAEA 
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 2010, Broadway Paperbacks, New York. 

 
 Non-artists are usually astounded and perplexed by the millions of dollars attributed to 

his 20-year career in the pursuit of finding stolen art.  
 In his book, he lays out the necessity and obstacles of making this team of agents im-
portant within the bureau. The rest of the book narrates case after case of the federal bu-

empathized with his problems of bureaucracy and was cheering when he successfully found 
and returned missing art. 
 
necessity of creating the art unit began when the value of art noticeably exceeded anything 
else that the bureau was following. In 1990, most artists recall the theft at the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner museum in Boston. This heist turned the heads of the FBI.  Agent Wittman also in-
cludes cases of national treasures such as finding a rare U.S. flag belonging to the African 
American civil war unit (12th Regiment Infantry).  
 Photos of some of the criminals are included in his book. They hardly look dangerous 
(antique dealers and collectors). But his descriptions of working undercover make you wonder 

(unarmed) to a possible exchange and admits to liking the adrenaline rush. These sections of 
the book are unnerving but go with the territory of being an FBI agent. 
 So why would an art teacher want to read this book?  I occasionally field the question, 

of making art cross-curricular. Issues of ownership and how the law protects the collector and 

authentic pieces. Ethics in art can also be a point of discussion. 
 As teachers, we have our collection of books on technique, theory, and pedagogy.  This 
is one book that is enjoyable to read as well as educational. It is a side story of art that goes 
unnoticed until it makes the headlines. And if anyone could justify its value then it should be an 
art educator. In knowing the history and effort that goes into creating art, we validate its im-
portance. As educators and artists we can bring a perspective to the discussion that explains 

 
  
 
Review By Linda Elmer 
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Featured Board Member 
Jennifer Yerdon LeJeune 
 
Yerdon LeJeune, a native of New York, joined the faculty of Fairmont State University in the Fall semester of 2007 
as an Assistant Professor of Art.  She is a 2006 graduate of West Virginia University and holds a Master of Fine Art 
degree in Painting and a WV Pre-K-Adult Teaching Certificate.   Teaching community art and university course 
offerings has given her experience with a diverse age range of students.  She currently teaches Art Education, 2D 
Foundations, Senior Capstone classes, advises 20 students, and works closely with the FSU School of Education 
through their Professional Development Schools Partnership.  In the studio she is busy producing oil paintings and 
a new series of drawings based on strip mining maps.  Yerdon LeJeune will be the President of the WVAEA from 
2014-2016. 



WVAEA 

West Virginia- NAEA Membership 

Please print or type all information requested below 

Make checks payable to 
WVAEA and mail to: 

West Virginia  
Art Education Association  

___ New Membership  ___ Renewal Membership  I.D. Number ________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________  State:___________  Zip Code: __________ 
 
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________ 

Please check one professional level where you spend over 50% of your professional time: 
___ Elementary   ___Middle  ___Secondary  ___Museum  ___Higher Ed  ___Supervision/Adm. 

Membership Categories: 
Active (Educator)____($70)   Associate (Non-art educator)____($70)   Retired___($35) 

1st Year Professional___($50)   Student___($20)   Institutional___($200) 

Studies in Art Education: (add $15)____ 

My check for _______ is enclosed.  Please charge to my _____Visa _____MasterCard 
Credit Card Number ____________________________   Exp. Date ____________________ 

Signature _____________________________________ 


