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Thank you for your patience and trust in my getting accurate information to 
you.  As you know, this has been an unprecedented period of uncertainty for 
everyone.  The welfare and safety of our children, parents, teachers and their 
families is what is most important at this time. 

  
Arts Alive 2020 has been postponed by the West Virginia Department of 

Education. 
  
The current plan is to prepare a digital rendition of the visual art exhibit 

with the stage performance to be broadcast on-line in the future. Regarding the 
visual art pieces – we will use the photographs of the WVDE online submissions 
and will add those to the YAM photographs currently on the WVAEA website.  
Also, photos of the Pre-K and Kindergarten pieces will be processed then 
added.  Together, these will comprise the same show that would become 
the Arts Alive 2020 Visual Art Exhibit.  These pieces will be embedded and 
 featured within the digital  rendition.  Teachers should look for a congratulatory 
letter with  announcement of their students’ work(s) selected by April 10th.  
Please congratulate your students; you may choose to recognize them locally as 
well (e.g. press release, newspaper article). With that in mind, it will not be 
necessary for you to mat or prepare these winning pieces for exhibit.  If you had 
student art pieces selected for the YAM exhibit, stay tuned. Each of those pieces 
are safe and in storage at the Parkersburg Art Center. Plans are to provide an 
opportunity for you to retrieve those pieces.  I will let you know the specifics of 
how to do so once the status of the current school year is determined.  Please 
rest assured that all art pieces are safe and protected and  will be available. 

  
I want to assure you that an outstanding art exhibit was in place!  Over 

200 pieces were selected as excellent examples of student visusal art in West 
Virginia.  It is more than unfortunate that the Corvid-19 pandemic impacted this 
annual event. I want you to know that your West Virginia Department of 
Educaiton was adamant that Arts Alive occur; obviosuly, not in the way we would 
prefer. I applalud that decision by reiterating one of the purposes found in 
the Arts Alive mission statement, “…to provide a venue where the arts are 
paramout, inspired teaching is honored, and the work of young artists is 
celebrated.” 

Again, and with sincerity, thanks for your outstanding teaching; if you have 
any questions, please let me know. Yours for children and the arts --- Dr. Lowther 
  
	  


