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West Virginia Art Education Association 

What is your favorite art medium? 

Hear the responses from elementary school art students on 

their favorite art mediums to create with.  

On Page 2 (left) 

Upcoming … 

2/20 Day in the Studio, 

Parkersburg Art Center 

Info on Page 6 

TBA YAM Exhibit and 

Workshops 

2/27-

4/21 

WVAEA 2D/3D YAM 

Exhibit, Parkersburg Art 

Center See page 7 

2/27 WVAEA 2D/3D YAM 

Exhibit Awards, Time 
TBD 

4/22 Arts Alive  

Clay Center 6pm 

 

Higher Ed portfolio review information and samples 

can be found online at http://www.wvaea.com/  

See details on page 7 

WVAEA  

Executive Committee  
President 
Jennifer Yerdon LeJeune 
jyerdon@fairmontstate.edu 
 

Past-President  
Sandy Shaw 
slshaw@k12.wv.us 
 

President-Elect 
Donna Wood 
dwood@mail.kana.k12.wv.
us 
 
Secretary 
Sherri Butler 
MRSBUTLERART@yahoo
.com 
 
 

WVAEA 

  
Sandy Cress 
sandra.cress@gmail.com 
 
Grant Chair 
Vacant-Volunteer 
Opportunity 
 
Ex Officio  
Dr. Ray Lowther 
WV Department of 
Education Arts Coordinator 
ray.lowther@k12.wv.us 
 

 

 

 

http://www.wvaea.com/
mailto:dwood@mail.kana.k12.wv.us
mailto:dwood@mail.kana.k12.wv.us
mailto:MRSBUTLERART@yahoo.com
mailto:MRSBUTLERART@yahoo.com
mailto:sandra.cress@gmail.com


 

 2 
2 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Spring 2016  

 

Lesson S P O T L I G H T 

Britto Inspired Still Life 
 Today we are: Studying the characteristics 

and style of Romero Britto’s art. 

 So that we can: Gain inspiration to create a bold still life in Pop 

Art style. 

 Art Smart Vocabulary: Pop Art, Bold, Line, Pattern 

 I know my work is complete when: I have a level 3 or 4 

craftsmanship and can appropriately use the Art Smart words in a 

partner discussion.  

 Bigger Questions to ponder and discuss: What other art styles are 

visible in Britto’s work? How do various art styles intertwine 

throughout history? 

 Process: After exploration of Art Smart terms and team/partner 

discussions of Britto’s work, Students will create a still life by 

sketching a cylinder shape. Students outline with black sharpie 

and paint with watercolor. Day 2: Students will use color sharpies 

to create bold designs. Once finished students should do a peer 

evaluation and re-visit the big question to help reflect on their 

understanding of the lesson.  

 http://www.britto.com/ 

 

What is your favorite art 

medium? 

“I love when we chalk pastels because 

they are so smooth and can blend easily.” 
-Leah, grade 4 

 
“Watercolor paints are my favorite. They 

make everything look like an 
illustration.” 

-Taylor, grade 2 

 
“My mom never lets me use Sharpie 

markers, I am happy we get to use them 
in art.” 

Supplies we CAN’T live without! 

Here are some great blog posts about supply orders and 

must have materials. 

http://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/2014/07/in-art-

room-that-dreaded-art-supply.html 

 

http://www.theartofed.com/2015/05/01/the-top-10-

art-supplies-i-cant-live-without-in-my-elementary-art-

room/ 

 

Grades 2-4 

http://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/2014/07/in-art-room-that-dreaded-art-supply.html
http://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/2014/07/in-art-room-that-dreaded-art-supply.html
http://www.theartofed.com/2015/05/01/the-top-10-art-supplies-i-cant-live-without-in-my-elementary-art-room/
http://www.theartofed.com/2015/05/01/the-top-10-art-supplies-i-cant-live-without-in-my-elementary-art-room/
http://www.theartofed.com/2015/05/01/the-top-10-art-supplies-i-cant-live-without-in-my-elementary-art-room/
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Lorem Ipsum Dolor Spring 2016 

 Dear reader,  

A hardy welcome back is in order as we find ourselves in full 
swing of a new year.  I hope this letter finds you warm and dug out from 
the January blizzard!  Many thanks goes out to Amanda Garvin, our 
‘new’ newsletter editor for getting our digital issues back on track.  Look 
for quarterly issues to be published in February, April, August, and 
November with important dates and information! 

WVAEA will be a flurry of activity over the next few months getting 
ready for the upcoming spring events.  This month we will continue our 
partnership with the Parkersburg Art Center who will be hosting our 
annual professional development Day in the Studio and Youth Art Month 
Exhibit.  Check the calendar for important dates and plan to attend the 
workshops at Day in the Studio when you drop off your student’s work for 
YAM! 

New to us this year will be a higher education portfolio review for 
all interested middle and high school students.  Held on February 27th, 
the same day as the YAM exhibit awards ceremony, a gathering of 
faculty members from several WV institutions offering degrees in the Arts 
will be available to view student portfolios.  The board and I are excited 
about this opportunity! 

With winter almost over we should all be looking forward to Arts 
Alive April 22nd!  More information on this event will be available in our 
April issue.  If you have ideas of content for the newsletter or better yet, 
would like to contribute, contact Amanda or myself for details. 

With that I will leave you to get started making plans to get to 
Parkersburg for a weekend of art making nourishment! 

 

Cheers, 

Jennifer Yerdon LeJeune 
Associate Professor of Art 
Fairmont State University 
President, WVAEA 
 

We want to 

hear from 

YOU! 

Send us a copy of your 
favorite lesson plan, 

images of your student 

work, something new 
that you love for arts 

education… 

 

We’d love to feature 

highlight in arts 
education from around 

the state! 

Submissions can be 

emailed   

Amanda Garvin 

ajgarvin@k12.wv.us 

Helpful Links… 

http://www.wvaea.com/ 

http://www.arteducators.org/ 

http://nationalartsstandards.org/ 

 

http://www.wvaea.com/
http://www.arteducators.org/


 

 

Featured WVAEA Board Member 
Joe Semple 
WVAEA State Exhibit Coordinator 

Arts Alive Visual Arts Coordinator 

As an artist I have always considered myself as a sculptor who can 
also draw, paint, and photograph things pretty well. As a young man I always had to be building or 
creating something. I could not sleep at nights thinking about what I would make next. That innate 
desire to create enabled me to put together a comprehensive body of work by the time I was a senior 
in high school. The awards were many and by the time I graduated I had received a few offers to study 
art. I decided on West Liberty State College because I could afford it and I felt quite comfortable there. 
One of my early goals was to graduate without any debt. Between the scholarship money and my 
summer paychecks I accomplished that goal on my own. Over the next two years I decided that the 
world of graphic design was not where I wanted to spend my time and energy. Fortunately, I had 
earned two art degrees at WLSC and decided to go into teaching. I was hired in Tyler County in 1989 
and have been here ever since. 
 

Introducing 

Dr. Ray Lowther  

WVDE Arts Coordinator  

Ray Lowther joined the West Virginia Department of Education in November 2014 as the Coordinator of 
Professional Learning and Educator Effectiveness. An advocate of professional learning communities 

and collaborative teaming, he led the Catalyst School Project through the WVDE. Having a background 
and passion for arts education, he recently transitioned to the Arts Coordinator position within the 
department. This position includes the responsibility for the design and implementation of the arts 

content standards, selecting and maintaining resources for arts integration and overseeing Arts Alive! – 
The WV Showcase for the Arts. He has served students, teachers and administrators in five states as a 

teacher, principal (of a visual and performing arts magnet school), district office and state level 
administrator. He is the author of multiple ESEA grants, participated in an administrator exchange to 

Russia with the United States Information Agency (USIA) and was a Kennedy Center Teacher Fellow. A 
published composer and choral conductor, he holds degrees in gifted education and curriculum and 
instruction from Ohio University and Ashland University and a doctorate in administration and policy 

from The George Washington University.  

 



 

 

2016 Day in the Studio Schedule and Workshop Descriptions 

Open to all WV Art Teachers 

Parkersburg Art Center, 725 market Street,       
    Parkersburg, WV  (304)-485-3859 
Schedule: 
8:30  2D/3D YAM Exhibit Drop off begins 
10:00-11:00 Workshop:  Eve Faulks 

11:00-12:00 Workshop:  Teri Giobbia 
12:00-1:00 Lunch  (Provided) 
1:00-2:00 Workshop:  Andy Thorne 

2:00-3:00 Workshop:  Sandy Cress 
*Workshops will have a maximum capacity of 20.  Seats will be filled on a first come, first served basis. 

Descriptions: 

10:00-11:00 

Instructor:  Eve Faulks 

Title: steAm User Testing  
Description: This workshop is for user testing a kit for teachers that will introduce the professional practice 
of combining Art with STEM disciplines to create new products or work on complex problems in 
communities. A WVU graphic design class has been designing this by following Human-Centered Design 
principles by the service design firm, IDEO. Now we would like to see if you think it would be fun, useful or 
relevant to students in your classroom. We want to enlist collaborators and you can order parts of the kit for 
your students or have us come present. 
11:00-12:00 

Instructor:  Dr. Teri Giobbia 

Title:  Accessorize with Duct-Tape! 

Description: This workshop introduces participants to creating fashion accessories with duct tape. 
Participants will each create their own fashion accessory to use with a SMART phone device. Handouts 

of instructions and classroom lesson plans will be provided to use in the K-12 art curriculum.  

1:00-2:00 

Instructor:  Andy Thorne 

Title: Sculpting Clay Tiles 

Description:  Using Water-Based clay, students will create a roughly 6” x 6” clay tile on which they will 
be sculpting a mixture of texture and facial features. During the workshop, I will provide hands on 

demonstrations that will show students how to, more accurately, sculpt the features of the face such as, 
nose, mouth, eyes, and ears. The finished clay tile will be a combination of traditional sculpture and 
spontaneous texture. The course will provide clay, various sculpting tools, and work stands. I would 

advise interested participants to wear clothes that they don’t mind getting clay on.  

2:00-3:00 

Instructor:  Sandy Cress 

Title:  Pass-Around Pictures: Art that builds creativity, confidence, and community 

Description:  A collaborative art process that gets everyone involved, builds community in the 

classroom, covers a multitude of CSO’s,  everyone will have their own, and it even looks stunning in the 

end!  All of that and it can be done using only markers and paper! 

I have used this process in all ages of classes with students in schools and outside of schools with people 

who considered themselves non-artistic and non-creative.  Every time it has an overall similar effect of 
success through a better understanding of color and line, building connections and community, and self-

confidence in artistic ability and creativity. 

We will each create a Pass-Around Picture and mat it to take home. (If time allows we will make our own 
frame using boxes.) 

 



 

 

Book Review 

     Title:  Living and Sustaining a Creative Life:  40 Essays by 40 Working Artists 
Author:  Sharon Louden 
Contributor:  Jennifer Yerdon LeJeune 

 

On the wall over the computer in my office hangs a large poster with the words ‘Artworld Careers:  Do what you love / love 
what you do’ prominently written in bold type across the top.  Under that title is an orb filled with words like ‘studio 
manager’, ‘art lawyer’, ‘arts correspondent’, ‘curator of collections’, ‘studio artist’, and ‘Art teacher’.  On more than one 
occasion a student has come to my door wondering what they are going to do with a BA in Studio Art or Art Education and 
I first point to the poster and say, “You’ll have a c-a-r-e-e-r, not a j-o-b.”  This statement said somewhat in jest almost 
always leads us into a deeper conversation about how to accomplish a lifelong relationship in and with the Arts.  It’s a 
twisting path that is different for every artist.  It is full of success and failure.  It is born from hours of work, from blood, 
sweat, and tears.  But, it is fulfilling.  It is enlivening.  And their completion of a bachelor’s degree is only the first step.  
However, the choices one has to make to stay on this path for a lifetime are somewhat of a cultural mystery.   

In Sharon Louden’s ‘Living and Sustaining a Creative Life:  40 Essays by 40 Working Artists’, Louden sets her goal on 
dispelling generalized stereotypes about an artistic life and gets down to the business of day to day living.  Another words, 
how to pay your bills, have health insurance, and wash the dishes.  Some of the 40 contributing artists are fortunate 
enough to make their way by selling their work through commercial galleries but a far greater number find other means to 
‘keep the lights on’.  Several talk about the odd jobs they are able to do, alternative employment in factories where they 
are able to apply their problem solving skills and knowledge of tools or fabrication.  Some admit that without the help of a 
like-minded career driven, supportive spouse they would have stopped creating long ago.  But most popularly they talk 
about teaching in the Arts, at all levels, to all ages of students. 

Common themes throughout the essays are what made this an important read for me.  They speak to the lessons that my 
students need to learn in order to sustain their own creative life.  Almost every artist made one or more of the following 
connections to their success at living and sustaining a creative life: 

1.  Have a work schedule or set aside a dedicated time for making art.  Protect that time from distractions. 

2.  Create a community.  Get involved with arts organizations, attend openings, support the other artists and arts initiatives 
in your area. 

3.  Entertain having a studio where you live, in your living space or in the garage behind the house.  It saves money. 

4.  Buy art from your friends, swap art with your friends. 

5.  And, keep making. 

 



 

 

2016 WVAEA YAM Exhibit Higher Education Portfolio Review 

 

Location:  Parkersburg Art Center 

Date:  February 27, 2016 

Time:  10:00-1:00 

Eligible Participants:  Any students at the middle and high school level seeking feedback on the 

development of their artwork portfolio. 
 

Details: 
WVAEA and the Parkersburg Art Center are happy to welcome student artists and West Virginia 
institutions of higher education to the first annual Higher Education Portfolio Review.  
Consecutively held with the Youth Art Month Exhibition awards ceremony this portfolio review 

will allow the young artist to gain valuable feedback from faculty members from Fine Arts programs 
in WV.  Individuals will learn how to improve the content of their portfolio and receive information 

about program offerings and degrees. 
 

What to bring: 
 

1.  A jump drive with easy access to a PowerPoint of your work. 

 Example:  http://media.wix.com/ugd/706912_bd8176361a9b471b9a336566669d2a39.pdf 
 
2.  Questions about your art or about pursuing a degree in Studio Art or Art Education. 

 

PowerPoint Contents: 

 
1.  Include a maximum of 10 images of original works.  Do not include copies from masterworks or 

other.  Participants are encouraged to include works rendered from life including a self-portrait. 
 

2.  Use the provided portfolio template to label your work with it title, medium, dimension, and date 
of completion. 

 PROVIDED POWERPOINT TEMPLATE:  
http://media.wix.com/ugd/706912_15ef93664ed640559c892224d7f99977.pdf 
 



 

 

 

West Virginia Art Education Association- NAEA Membership 

Please print or type all information requested below 
 
___ New Membership ___ Renewal Membership I.D. Number ________ 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________ State:___________ Zip Code: __________ 
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________ 
Please check one professional level where you spend over 50% of your professional time: 
___ Elementary ___Middle ___Secondary ___Museum ___Higher Ed ___Supervision/Adm. 
Membership Categories: 

Active (Educator)____($70) Associate (Non-art educator)____($70) Retired___($35) 
1st Year Professional___($50) Student___($20) Institutional___($200) 
Studies in Art Education: (add $15)____ 

My check for _______ is enclosed. Please charge to my _____Visa _____MasterCard 
Credit Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date _______ 

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:  West Virginia Art Education Association 
Mail Payment to:   
 
WVAEA 
c/o Sandy Cress 
129 Straights Run Road 
Fairmont, WV 26554 
 


